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Conker Lodge, School Lane, Broughton, Stockbridge, Hampshire, SO20 8AN
Tel: 07931 914238
Email: manager@broughtonpreschool.com


Newsletter – Spring Term 2nd half
Dear Parents,
Things are at last looking more promising and the recent dry and sunny days have certainly helped with the feeling of hopefulness. We have been informed that from 22nd March pre-school staff will be offered twice weekly lateral flow tests for Covid-19 with the aim of identifying asymptomatic carriers. The impact for you as parents may be that should any one of us test positive the entire pre-school would need to close and self-isolate at short notice. Roll on vaccination time! 
If you haven’t done so already, please remember to reply to the email for requesting sessions for the summer term by Thursday 11th March. We are resuming out of hours visits for prospective parents from this week and will be accepting new starters from the beginning of the summer term. We are also offering ad hoc sessions again from this week. 
World Book Day – We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 11th March alongside the primary school. If your child would like to dress up as a character from a book on this day they are very welcome to do so but this is by no means compulsory. We will also be sending a World Book Day voucher home with each child.
This week we would also like you to add an observation to Tapestry telling us what your child’s current favourite book is. It would be great if you could write something about why your child likes this particular book and how/if they join in with you as you read to them. For example, do they fill in the last word of a sentence if you leave a pause? Do they join in with repeated refrains? Or can they recite most of the book? A photo or video clip to accompany this would be lovely to see! 
Thank you to those who parents who regularly add observations to Tapestry, it’s so important to have your input, especially in these more ‘distanced’ times. We hope this guide, which explains the how and why of adding observations will help encourage everyone to become regular contributors, so please do take a look: https://tapestry.info/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2020/07/Adding-Observations.pdf 
Handy person needed – We have some new hand/foot pegs that need to be fitted onto our climbing wall. If anyone one has the time, tools and skills to do this we would be very grateful. 
Progress Sharing - Towards the end of this half term staff will be meeting with the parents of our younger children (those who do not start school next September) to share information about their progress. Before your appointment your child’s Progress Report (or 2 year old check if appropriate) will appear on their Tapestry profile for you to view. You will need to sign in through the website to access it as it is not visible in the app. Your child’s keyperson will speak to you to arrange a suitable day/time, this must be during one of your child’s usual sessions. We aim to do this face to face maintaining 2m distance down in our garden area, but if the weather doesn’t allow for this we will arrange a telephone call with you instead.  
School Readiness – It’s time for our older children to really focus on getting ready for ‘big school’. Parents often worry about their child learning letters and numbers in readiness for school whilst some of the most important, basic skills can sometimes be overlooked. By attending pre-school many of the skills needed for a successful transition to school are already practised daily, for example:
· Being able to sit still and listen for a short period of time – this happens daily during adult led games & activities, both one to one and in small and large groups.
· Being aware of other children – sharing toys and resources, taking turns, completing a task through teamwork and treating others with respect.
· Understanding what rules are and why they are important – within pre-school and the school environment there are rules that ensure everyone is safe and ready for learning, as well as ensuring that we are looking after each other and the resources. You could discuss any rules that you may have at home and why you have them.
· Recognising their own name when written down – This helps a child find their own peg, drawer or find a name label in their uniform etc. We practice this a lot at pre-school in various ways e.g. by finding their name tag at lunch time or by labelling their pictures and creations. 
· Being able to open and enjoy a book independently – Spending time looking through a book and turning the pages one by one helps with some of the foundations for learning to read.
· Maths and Literacy skills – Activities to develop a wide range of early maths and literacy skills are carefully differentiated to meet individual needs and abilities. 
Now for the self-help skills! Teachers will often tell us that these are some of the most important skills a child needs when starting school. Being able to do these things for themselves is not only a big help to the teachers but it’s also a huge boost to children’s self-esteem. Children starting school need:
· To be able to use a knife and fork effectively – Most children have hot lunches when they start school, can your child cut up their own food and feed themselves independently using a knife and fork? If they have a packed lunch can they open any food packaging themselves? Make it easy for them by providing pots they can open and don’t wrap sandwiches in layers of clingfilm. 
· To be able to use the toilet independently – This is a vital one! Children need to be able to manage their clothing and most importantly they need to be able to wipe their own bottom. We know this can be tricky for some children, so make sure they get plenty of practice, if they don’t try they’ll never learn! 
· To be able to get dressed and undressed for P.E. – An important skill to help your child (and the teacher!). Best practised when you’re not in a hurry, so don’t try when you’re in a rush to get out of the door in the morning! Make things easier for your child by buying shoes with fastenings they can manage such as velcro rather than tricky buckles or laces and consider swapping tights for trousers, or a shirt with lots of buttons for a polo shirt on a P.E. day. 
· To be able to put on and take off their coat – zips and buttons can be tricky and need lots of practice to master. But being able to at least put on, take off (and hang up!) their coats independently and easily will help your child’s self-confidence. 
Once you have got your child’s school uniform, P.E. kit, school shoes and coat, don’t forget to practice with these items as they won’t want to always be the last child to get changed or put their coat on!
Bushcraft for leavers & end of year trip for all – It’s with everything crossed that we tentatively mention these! Should the pandemic situation continue to improve, and it is deemed appropriate and safe to have group outings once again, we will arrange a special trip for our leavers for a day of Bushcraft at Hillier’s in Ampfield, the date for this will be confirmed nearer the time but it’s generally at the beginning of July. Parents do not accompany the children for this trip, it’s all about independence! However, we will need parents to transport children to and from Hillier’s. The end of year trip for all pre-school children would take place on our last day of term, Monday 19th July. Please save the date as we like parents to accompany their children on this trip which, following a vote by the children, usually ends up being to Paulton’s Park! 
Policy Changes – There have been a couple of minor changes to our Food & Drink and Nappy Changing Policies. They are available via Tapestry and will be uploaded to our website shortly, should you wish to read them.

Dates for your diary:
	
Spring Term 2021

Monday 4th January - Thursday 1st April

(Half term 15th - 19th February)
	
Summer Term 2021

Monday 19th April - Monday 19th July

(Half term 31st May - 4th June)



Monday 19th July – End of year trip TBC


Thank you for your continuing support,

Paula, Tracy, Sam & Katie
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